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Developer Cowan just won't give up 
 
Ron Cowan and crew are at it again. Cowan seems to think his life isn't going to be complete until he 
builds more houses in a place that isn't zoned for houses. 
 
Now he wants to take a valuable community recreation space, the Harbor Bay Club, and turn it into 80 
or more homes. Haven't we heard this story before? He says he's entitled to build the homes. Not. The 
entitlement issue was settled during the Mif Albright fiasco. 
 
Now he wants to remove the only designated community recreation space at Harbor Bay. Not only is it 
a bad idea for the community, but it is a dangerous idea for Amelia Earhart School. Anyone who has 
tried to navigate the school traffic in the morning knows how crazy it is to consider adding 130 more 
cars to the mix during the school and commute hour. 
 
The 2007 settlement agreement between the city of Alameda and Cowan's Harbor Bay Isle associates 
allowed them to apply for rezoning of a commercial property in the Business Park. Part of the 
rationale for that decision was that the Business Park property is located outside of Harbor Bay, and 
building new homes there would not add to the already-quite-dense housing at Harbor Bay. 
 
The settlement expected that traffic going to and from the new homes would use Ron Cowan Parkway. 
Well, guess what? Neither of those provisions hold true for the ill-conceived Packet Landing plan on a 
dead-end street. New homes on the nine acres where the Harbor Bay Club is would certainly increase 
the housing density because they would be built on land already within Harbor Bay. 
 
Let's be clear: There is no other way to get to and from these proposed new homes without adding a lot 
of traffic to Packet Landing, Robert Davey Jr Drive, Island Drive, Otis Street and Fernside. Join the 
Harbor Bay Neighbors group in opposing this lame idea. Add your name in support on the Harbor Bay 
Neighbors website: harborbayneighbors.wordpress.com.  
 
Let's show Ron Cowan and his minions that this is our town -- not their little SimCity. 
 
Chuck Headlee 
member, Harbor Bay Neighbors 


